
 
 
	
	
 
 
 
 

	

October 2019 
 
 
 
       Site Coordinator Meeting: 
         Oct. 16, 2019 – I-Station – 9:00 am – 2:30 pm @ DVMS 

 
      Parent I-station Trainings:     
        Oct. 15, 2019 - 5-6 pm @ Desert View 
        Oct. 16, 2019- 5-6 pm @ Bel Air MS 
        Oct. 17, 2019 - 5-6 pm @ Indian Ridge 
        Oct. 22, 2019 - 5-6 pm @ Parkland MS 
       Oct. 24, 2019 - 5-6 pm @ Del Valle MS 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
					
	
	

21st Century, TEXAS ACE 

 

  Calendar of Events 

“Grow Through Life” 
 

John Maxwell says, “Planting the seed of growth is not 
complicated. It’s as simple as a change in MINDSET. When we 

decide to believe that growth IS possible, and commit to 
pursuing it, hope begins to rise. The change in focus is only the 
first step, but it can be the beginning of a long and rewarding 

journey.  Growth tends to be the word we keep hearing.  
Whether it’s about growth as individual, professionally, or 
academically if we speak of our students.  “When we make 
growth a priority and pursue it in small, intentional ways 

every single day, we will experience gradual, consistent 
growth. And that will strengthen your hope for the future. 
Growth is a difference-maker. And it can make a world of 

difference to you today”.  Why don’t we think of ways we can 
commit to growth?  What goals can we set in this “Season of 

Change”?  What can we commit to growing or growing with? 
  I leave you with those thoughts.   

 
#MAGNIFICENT 7 
#TEAM MIDDLE 

#GROWTH MINDSET 
	



 
“Marching off the Map” keeps taking off with a bang!! Great parent involvement with our 
 I-Station, Parent Portal and Google classroom presentations this week @ YMS, RBMS, and 

RMS.  Parents received hands-on training of understanding I-Station reports, how to cross reference 
I-Station reports with their child ‘s Tier placement and minutes respectively.  Student’s grades and 

assignments were introduced and provided to parents through Parent portal and Google 
Classroom.   AWESOME turn out! 

	
	
	
	
	
	

Dear Parents, 

It’s not always easy to respond to our child’s behavior with empathy. As parents if we 
recognize and respect their needs, we build mutual trust and understanding. Here are 
some tips to practice empathy with them.  
 
Follow the “Platinum Rule,” not the “Golden Rule.”  
You’re probably familiar with the Golden Rule: Treat others the way you want to be treated. But 
empathy relies on the Platinum Rule: Treat others the way they want—and need—to be treated.  
 
Ask open-ended questions.  
Don’t assume you know how your child is feeling. It’s important to be attentive to your child’s 
nonverbal cues to understand how they might be feeling, but it’s equally important to ask them 
directly. When you ask open-ended questions, they can share what’s on their minds without feeling 
like you’ve already sized up the situation.  
 
Set aside your own reaction.  
Responding with empathy means letting your child’s reactions come first. You don’t have to bury your 
own feelings or agree with or accept their behavior. But try to keep your focus on hearing your child 
out and seeing the situation through their eyes 
 
Use “I” statements to avoid blame.  
“You” statements, such as “you distracted others in class today,” can make your child defensive. Try 
turning the same thought into an “I” statement, like “I felt that other students were distracted by your 
behavior today.” “I” statements allow you to talk about situations without placing blame. These 
questions also allow you to acknowledge your own feelings and may encourage your child to consider 
your emotions.  
 
	
 
	
	
	

Special messages from… 
	Mary Romero, Family Engagement Specialist 

 

Home & School Connection 
	



	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

Happening in our 21st Century programs! 

Bel Air MS 
 

Wow, love how change in character is bringing great things at Bel Air 
MS! These last two weeks, our students received a challenge by our 

principal to greet and thank our custodians. In our 21st Century after-
school program students not only wanted to greet their known custodian 
by name in their hallways but also asked how many we had, and wanted 
to thank others they do not know for all that they do. In our art class, the 
students took the time and personalized a thank you card. This is what 
character strong is all about!  May we always embrace change and good 

character! 
Go Warriors! 

 
Del Valle MS 

Parents gathered for the 21st Century Parent 
Orientation on Monday, October 7th. They 

learned about the scholastic, enriching, and 
social benefits of the program. The session 

kicked off with information about social and 
emotional learning (SEL) by 21st Century Project 

Director Ericka Armendariz.  She wanted the 
parents to know that there are many ways to 
reach and teach children and that we can all 

contribute. Family Engagement Specialist Mary 
Romero invited parents to participate in a variety 
of activities designed to understand their child’s 
academic apps, but could also benefit their own 

social and emotional lives (e.g., sewing, 
nutrition). 

The Site Coordinator participated in a grant-level 
training, provided by TEA contractors, for local 
21st Century grantees. The training focused on 

quality summer programming, intentional 
activity development, and interpersonal 

communication styles. The technical presenters 
also addressed compliance questions and 

discussed grant-related processes. The training 
was well-implemented, useful, fun, and brought 

the three local grant teams together. 
 

OFOD! 
 

Desert View 
This week at Desert View the Stallions have 

been in the Math Zone!  We have been having 
doughnut math races and getting lessons done 

on Imagine Math.  Shout out to my team for 
being innovative and thinking of a fun 

competitive way for the students to practice 
Math.  We also started guitar lessons and had a 
few students playing guitar and making music. 

This next week we look forward to  
Parent I-station night on Tuesday the 15th in the 

Library from 5-6pm. 
 

We got this Stallions! 
 
 



	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Happening in our 21st Century programs! 
INDIAN RIDGE 

Our first celebration occurred last 
week on Thursday. Students with 
more than 25 days attending the 

program received a snow cone. We 
had 28 students celebrating our first 
landmark. Our next celebration will 

be “PIZZA”. Students with more than 
35 days attending the program will 
have the opportunity to eat PIZZA. 
We expect more than 50 students 
celebrating this accomplishment. 
Our dance team is working hard 
getting ready for the LIGHTS ON 
celebration. In addition, our chess 

team will be presenting that night as 
well as having chessboards ready for 
whomever wants to play. In addition, 
our last activity will be jumping the 

rope. This is a physical 
activity/contest where participants 
jump the rope for two minutes. The 
student who has more jumps is the 
winner. A table with results will be 

posted at the site. 
Go Hawks! 

 

Parkland Middle 
This week at Parkland MS we are very 

happy to welcome Ms. Nevarez to our 21st 
Century Program. She comes with great 
ideas and very eager to lead the reading 

and writing portion of program. Students 
continue to enjoy the activities and 

resources that we provide them. They 
take advantage of the home work time 
and homework help. Students are also 

very eager to participate in the different 
enrichment activities and every week we 

keep adding new ones. Chess club is 
going strong and students that do not 
know how to play yet are very eager to 
learn how to play. Soon we will start 

implementing Chess Tournaments. Our 
Fine Arts class keep providing students 

with different experiences. We are 
excited to showcase the different arts 

that student have created. The PMS 21st 
Century Program continues to grow. 

Every day we welcome new students to 
our program and are very proud of the 
excitement our students demonstrate. 

 

 

Riverside 

21st Century/TX ACE program is about Fun. Learning is fun at RMS. Our Rebels 
can take the most serious lesson and have a lot of fun with their friends. Today, 
we share our Rebels point of view about their Balloon Car STEM Challenge.  
Students had the opportunity to write about their experience and also were able 
to present what they wrote with the rest of the group. Presentation time quickly 
became an opportunity to applaud each other’s work and feedback to those of 
us listening. 

 



	
	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Happening in our 21st Century programs! 

 Photo Gallery  

Ysleta MS 
Another awesome week in the land of 
the Braves!  This week our librarian is 

hosting “Spooky Stories and Hot 
Chocolate” in the morning for all 

students.  The kids enjoyed story time 
by the campfire while sipping their hot 

chocolate.  Our students will attend 
during the month of October.  Mrs. 

Chavira, Assistant Principal, kicked off 
story time with a story she selected.  We 
even found out that one of our teachers 

and another one of our story teller’s 
(Ms. Duran) has many personal spooky 
encounters of her own aside from the 

story she read.  The kids were excited to 
hear her experience that they started 
sharing some of their own personal 

spooky encounter.  It was simply a great 
week. 

Go Braves!! 
 

Rio Bravo 
Cooking class at Rio Bravo started 
with a Big Bang! Students learned 
to cook pasta as the main course 
and flan for dessert with natural 
lemonade as their beverage. On 
Thursday, each student created 

their own pizza from scratch. The 
reason for us to do this class is to 
motivate students to learn to cook 

as well to keep up with their 
grades.  If they are failing, they 

will have to finish their work 
before going to the kitchen. We 

have also help students to keep up 
with their Imagine Math.  We 

haven’t only helped students this 
week, Mrs. Romero came to school 

to help parents understand I-
station and how to use the Parent 

Home Access system. 
 



	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	
	
	

 Photo Gallery con’t. Riverside 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
 
	
 

 

 

 

 
Don’t forget that October is Mental Health Awareness month. Make sure you are making time 
for some SELF-CARE!   If we can’t take care of ourselves, how can we take care of others?  Have you 

heard of the “INVISIBLE BACKPACK”?   Every single one of us whether a child or adult carries one of 
these on our backs.  That backpack is full of things or feelings that no one knows about; yet they affect 

our everyday actions and emotions.  What’s in yours?   What if you knew what your kids, students, 
colleagues, or family members carried around with them?    

What if you knew what they HEAR?  SEE?  FEEL?  

 WOULD THAT CHANGE THE WAY YOU RESPOND TO THEM? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
#BUILDING RELATIONSHIPS 

#SOCIAL AWARENESS 

RAK Lesson for October:  RESPECT 


